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Roberto experiences this first-hand when he betrays
his young fiance Anna, who was deeply in love with
him. Having departed and then taken another lover,
he breaks his oath to Anna, while the poor girl de-
spairs and suffers, until she loses her senses and dies
of heartbreak. Although Roberto intended to return
to her, ultimately this came too late. His throes of
conscience do nothing to assuage his sentence, and
he is danced to death at the hands of the villi, who
ensnare him in a manic dance until his final breath.

Thus is stated in the simplest terms the plot
Puccini's opera presented by Opera Circle on Octo-
ber 18th and 20th 2013. One of these two perform-
ances took place at the Polish-American Cultural
Center in Cleveland to the obvious delight of a full
audience.

As was often the case previously, this perform-
ance was staged by Dorota Sobieska, who this time
filled the role of Anna. She enchanted all present
equally with casting and stage direction, as well as
acting, and most of all singing, as the latterly accu-
rately portrayed romantic nuances of the composer's
score. Her ill-fated fiance Roberto was presented by
tenor Matthew Miles, whom we previously heard,

when he admirably sang the role of Count Almaviva

in the Opera Circle production of The Barber of
Seville. Baritone Jeremy Gilpatric portrayed Anna's
father, while Paolo Parodi recited the Italian text of
the narrator. Jacek Sobieski impeccably prepared
the resounding chorus.

Of special note was the ballet group choreographed
by Sabatino Verlezza and comprised of Marylee Gotch
along with three Pol oni
Barbara Sychla, and Joanna Sychla. The dancers, in
their nebulous muslin costumes, lent the rusalkas their
truly vengeful character with ethereal gesture.

A trio of musicians i Jacek Sobieski, piano, Hristo
Popov, violin, and Kent Collier, cello T complemented
the ensemble up through the final duet of Anna and
Roberto, in which Puccini's muse is already apparent,
displaying the noble lyricism that still so enthralls his
listeners.

So said the composer himself of the musical theme
written for Mi mi in the
down to pen the death of Mimi and found the chords
slow and dreary, and played them on the piano, I was
overcome with such strong emotion, that I sprang from
my seat and, standing alone in the center of the room in
the middle of the night, I began to cry like a child. It
seemed to me, that | was witnessing the death of a be-
i ng, t hat I mysel f had
ment accompanied Puccini when he wrote the music for
the despairing and dying Anna.

Promptly following the performance, my colleague
Stani Kwi at kows ki 0
cle's presentation of chamber opera under the masterful

-

sgaw

direction of Dorota Sobieska. The gist of those produc-
tions rests on carefully chosen means put to effective
use in chamber venues. The result brings the listeners
nothing short of the artistic essence of grand opera.
Elizabeth Ulanowski
Translated by Wanda Sobieski
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kaUdej epoce i pod kaUfq
nastolatkowie sN specyfi
wyzwani e zast anemu Swi a
rodzi com. Przez to trzeb
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uSmiechem od ucha do ucha 8lce?r isepssaa ‘WihksZo08l z

. . . - mg the children to the American school. The steps
sama wybiega mi naprzeciw i rzuca uprzejme T Hello
o . | become steeper with the %rowmg of.the (Bscendants
Mrs. Olesky! Do pr zekr hcania mojego. nazwi ska u s n
. an the1r entrance 1nto E)uberty Theﬁe appears then a
przyzwycDasit@aqdr.c.z.ne ZWYycC w_0
. . . perlod of less or more exr?_lloswe conﬂlct betwe_en
mi erzy sin dr obny mi ZWly¢cC wa mi fg

. the conceptlons of parents and the youth ul need to
odcinkach frontu. foct it £ q bility. It is then that

A przy okazii i dl aczego ni e mam eg its. reeilom pn sevelra ity. It is then tha

~ ; ; . eml%yaut outh 1ﬁay question the need to attend
wr aUeni ami l ub nlansprzlylcg;f %’1 N hlt that th
nastolatk® Mo Ue ktoS zechce p Ordei(af t?bms :; &’ th ?Slsumesat % amac h
Forum i przedstawil SW- j rr%oroHarens rougg e eod>courAry moUe t

. . . not fit the modiel of the Amerlcan famll%, it does not .
nastol atkowi e chcieliby d o tztb i td zZy tg tlk napi
to wyglNda z ich niezaIeUr\{VaenJOe%zl?nae anﬁl%nexreme?cas?l Chfcam

" for understanding and acceptance outs1de home.
do dyskusji.
Maggor zata Ol eksy



Forum

- November 2013

Page 8

Between the parents-emigrants and the rebellious
teenagers, whose thinki
a double precipice. It has beside its universal com-
plexity an additional linguistic and cultural trouble-
making basis.

The conclusion raises itself to be a parent of
a teenager in exile is more difficult and more
fraught with conflicts than in a case of parents
who stay in the homeland.

Some schemes of parental behavior are not
helpful. One of them is the model of going with the
flow or just taking it easy, or simply T let him do
what he wants, because | am earning dollars and have
no time for anything else. The effect of that is usually
the attitude of silencing of conscience: I buy every-
thing for you and pay for it, so I am the super parent,
you leave me alone and enjoy what I did not have and
what I serve you on a
so-called silent worship of a favorite relying on the
parents being proud of the child that speaks English
splendidly and is successful, but they cannot commu-
nicate with their own offspring since they do not
know the language, and he does not understand at all
their native |l anguageée

Equally known is the attitude of a strict police-
man and dictator who does not permit watching TV,
turns off the computer, reads his texting and spies his
every stepé We can al s
-called stress-free raising of a child, very popular and
cherished in the liberal environment, but somehow
not surviving the clash with reality. Another model of
behavior could be a so-called deliberately tarnishing
the own nest or discouragement of everything related
to the old country with a parallel antagonistic attitude
meaning ridiculing of American things and an exces-
sive glorification of

—

such and other psychological combinations and their
effects there raises a fine bit of an emotional explo-
sive mixture.

So the truth is the whole process of raising
teenagers by the parents in exile oscillates
between two poles, and the real success at thig

creative loss relies on the ability to find the golden
mean.

Moving to the more humorous site, independ-

during the maturation of our offspring, there are such
fields in the lifestyle of American teenagers that
make parents powerless, and the fight with them
changes into tilting at windmills. Some gave it a per-
verse name of the syndrome of the pizza generation.
Everything is <clear, [
situation from the childhood of my boys, when for
one of their birthdays I prepared fanciful Polish sand-
wiches T healthy and colorful. The friends of my son
looked at them indifferently, they never tried them,
and | had to order
pened to the tort. Homemade, in Polish fashion, ele-
gantly decked with fruits and jelly, had to give way to
the American commercial cake. These are the reali-
ties.
| at t Andéne b txamplaftbm thexcdmplitagd

world of teenagers I you probably noticed that the
young American generation forgets to pay respect to
the elderly, just because of their age, and it is not a
sin to notice the elderly and say to them a simple T

Good Morning! I wandered and got irritated by
the fact that the juveniles I knew since the kindergar-
den suddenly go by me without a word, like a
stranger. Finally I challenged them and when I met
them I stubbornly greeted them with a smile from ear
® rat. Giuca thee most bffthem ran totmeet me dné
greet me kindly T hello Mrs. Olesky! I already got
used to the mi

After all the final victory is measured by the
small victories in the small segments of the battle-
field.

By the way I why not share your impressions or
for example your instruction of the service of a teen-

sn

pi zza

al

of

h gger?cMaybasbntegne wandld uiaddrtake thist sabjecs €

in the columns of Forum and present his point of
view? Or maybe teenagers would like to add here
their two cents and write how does it look from their
independent perspective? So I invite you to discus-
sion.
Maggorzata Ol eksy

Translated by Joseph Hart

n @nt of wghat ditifude eve hold aadnvhadwe hate @ faee g r o
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The Destruction of the Polish Elite

Operation AB — Katy

EXHIBIT: The Destruction of the Polish

Elite: Operation AB - Katyn

Exhibit open from Nov. 8 to Nov. 22, 2013
Wednesday, November 20, 2013 at 4:00 pm
The Michael Schwartz Library, in partnership
with CSU's College of Liberal Arts and Social
Art Gallery, and Polish Studies
Initiative, presents a historical exhibit, "The
Destruction of the Polish Elite: Operation AB -
Katyn" which sheds light on crimes perpetrated by
the Third Reich and the Soviet Union at the
beginning of World War II and poses questions

Sciences,

about the scope of mutual cooperation between
these regimes.
Discussion: Maria Szonert Binienda,
President of the Libra Institute, will hold a
discussion on this historical event on Wednesday,
November 20, 2013 at 4:00 pm near the exhibit
area on the first floor of the Library. The book,
titled The Destruction of the Polish Elite:
Operation AB- Katyn will be made available for

free to attendees.

OGGOSZENI E

Dystrykt VI i Komi s
Pol ek w Ameryce or az
Polskiego im. 1.J. Paderewskiego uprzejmie
i nf or mu griwnia oJgedz. 5:00 po
pogudniu w PACC i m. Jan
Cleveland, OH odbndzi e S i

przedSwi Nteczne

organizacji, dzieci, rodzin i znajomych.
Z kolei 18 stycznia 2014 o godz.

6: 00 po pogudniu w tym .

PACCim.Jana Pawgapbtznie

uroczysty bankiet, z kt

spot kan

przeznaczone na potrzeb
Paderewskiego. Zapewniona wykwintna
kol acj a przy Swi ecach

muzyka dla rozruszani a Kk

Serdecznie zapraszamy na spotkanie
w Centrum z
Dr Jakubem | sa@Eski:H

Z Wydziagu Nauk
Uniwersytetu Adama Mickiewicza w
Poznaniu na temat:

Przemiany nor
I nteres-w i w

o 3

Wtorek, 3 grudnia, 7 wieczorem
Dr. |Isa@Gski jest goScie
Applied Social Science,
Case Western Reserve University
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W Centrum i okolicach

Sobota, 23 listopada, 6 PM Reverse Raffle w Centrum

Niedziela, 24 listopada, 12 PM Thanksgiving Obiad w Centrum

Wtorek, 3 grudnia, 7 PM Spotkanie z Dr Jakubem
Niedziela, 15 grudnia, 1:30 PM Wigilia w Centrum

Wtorek, 31 grudnia, § PM Sylwester w Centrum

Social and Cultural Events at the Center & Slavic Village

Saturday, November 23, 6 PM
Sunday, November 24, 12 PM Thanksgiving Dinner at PACC
Tuesday, December 3, 7 PM Dr Jakub Isanski at the PACC
Sunday, December 15, 1:30 PM Wigilia at the PACC

Tuesday, December 31, 8 PM Sylwester at the PACC

Reverse Raffle at the PACC

Polish-American Cultural Center

Pl ease join us foréee.
Traditional
Thanksgiving Dinner

Soup, Turkey with Stuffing,

Traditional Wigilia

Breaking of Opgat ek

Yams, Pumpkin Roll followed by a traditional meatless dinner
Sunday, Sunday,
, . November 24, 2013 December 15, 2013 .
_ ‘._._i& rl 12:00 PM , :
Cost $15 per person Cost $20 per person
(Children 5-12 $5) (Children 5-12 $10)

For information and reservation call:
Henia: 216 285 1958, Alina 440 888 1567 or the Center at 216 883 2828

We suggest you purchase tickets early since we have only limited seats available.

S

at

-
C
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https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.se.pl%2Fwydarzenia%2Fkraj%2Fswieta-2012-wigilijny-oplatek-skad-ta-tradycja-co-symbolizuje_296879.html&h=0&w=0&sz=1&tbnid=3lGmkXa9E58c4M&tbnh=193&tbnw=261&zoom=1&docid=qwRo7V7j3AlAAM&ei=MRyIU
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OUR SPONSORS

Komorowski Funeral Home: 4105 East 71 St, tel. 216-341-1854 lub
2258 Professor St., tel. 216-771-1558
%
Golubski Funeral Home: 6500 Fullerton Ave, tel. 216-341-0940 lub
5986 Ridge Rd., tel. 440-886-0200 (méwimy po polsku)
%
Sokol owski 6s University | nn
1201 University Road, Cleveland, Ohio 44113, tel. 216-771-9236
Private parties, showers, weddings, business lunches, cafeteria services

*

Fowler Electric Co.T Eugene Trela, tel. 440-786-9777
%
Krakow Deli i 5767 Ridge Rd Parma, OH 44129, tel. 440 292 0357
Polish Store with great assortment of Polish meats and imported goods
*
Health Merit Co. i Health Care Systemi Dr .  Mi ¢ h aWieczKrdkiyPmdidenk
3878 East 71 Street, Cleveland, tel. 216-341-1414

*

The Original Mattress Factory 1 Ronald Trzcinski , tel. 216-661-3888

*

Architectural Rendering T Kuba Wisniewski, tel. 440-582-2367

*

Heights Drapery Co.i Alina Czernec, tel. 216-642-8744

*

Opera Circle i Dorota i Jacek Sobieski, tel. 216-441-2822
%
Polish Radio Programi Eugenia Stolarczyk I WERE 1490 AM, Sun. 9:00 7 10:00 AM
WCPN'i 90.3 FM, Sun. 9:007 10 PM
%
Polish Radio Programi A Me mor i es of Pol ando, Anna Kl i k i
WCSB 89.3 FM, Sat. 12:307 2:00 PM
*
Evelyn & Jerry Jablonski
Insurance Agency, Notary Public, TOEFL, translations, tutoring (all subjects, all levels);
5437 State Rd, Parma, OH and 14660 Alexander Rd, Walton Hills, OH
tel. 440-317-0548 Iub 440-317-0695
*
Third Federal Savings and Loans
Marc A. Stefanski, Chairman and CEOQ, tel. 216-429-5325

*
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